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SUMMARY

The impact of communicable disease on our communities and businesses is all too clear at the
moment, and the decision-makers with the responsibility to protect us deserve better
information, better tools, and better support than the current public health system provides.
The Public Health Company is building next-generation public health capabilities to empower
public and private institutions globally. The team leading PHC are nationally known experts in
their field, assembled from diverse sectors including federal/state public health, health
technology, financial markets, and pandemic preparedness. We are seeking a Bioinformaticist
to help develop and scale the pathogen genomic component of our platform.

Pathogen genomics can offer essential insights to the people responsible for investigating and

containing disease outbreaks at the institutional, local, regional, and national scale. But

significant challenges must be overcome to make that data relevant for timely decision making.

PHC is working to expand the accessibility of and enhance the impact of pathogen genomics,

from the selection and rapid sequencing of key samples to the integration of genomic data with

complementary  epidemiological and geospatial data, to the final analyses giving clear and

timely information to decision-makers.

ROLE DESCRIPTION

Careful, rigorous, and reproducible bioinformatics is essential for reliable pathogen genomics.

You will be a founding member of the team building, validating, and scaling our pipelines. The

role will begin processing and analyzing SARS-CoV-2 genomes as part of our direct pandemic

response, and grow as the company expands to other pathogens (such as hospital acquired

infections, influenza, candida, enterics, and drug-resistant organisms). You may already be part

of the worldwide group of scientists and engineers working on this pandemic response looking

for a way to sustain your contribution, or you may be motivated to take the skills you have and

help build a capability to respond better to the next one.

Your responsibilities may include:

● Using best-in-class bioinformatic approaches for genome assembly and variant calling,

staying current with the rapid developments in SARS-CoV-2 genomics

● Building and maintaining quality control systems
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● Developing cloud-based bioinformatic pipelines and deploying them in collaboration

with our software team.

● Submitting genomes to public databases to enhance the global picture of pathogen

evolution and transmission

● Using and improving methods for fast phylogenetic inference and lineage determination

supporting partner investigations

● Contributing back to the open-source scientific software ecosystem

● Collaborating in developing, deploying, and scaling analyses that integrate genomic data

with epidemiological, mobility, and/or spatio-temporal data to produce more

comprehensive and actionable information.

REQUIREMENTS

● Masters or doctoral degree in a relevant field such as bioinformatics, statistics, data

science, mathematics, computational biology, computer science, molecular biology.

● Experience developing scripts or pipelines using standard bioinformatics tools for

genomics.

● Detail orientation. These data will be used to make decisions affecting people’s lives, and

it is essential that we be confident in their accuracy.

● Emotional intelligence. In a fast-paced environment, kindness and collaboration are

essential for the health of the team and its members.

ADDITIONAL NICE-TO-HAVES

● Experience with cloud platforms (eg: AWS, Google Cloud, Azure).

● Experience with workflow managers (eg: snakemake, nextflow, WDL).

● Experience with open-source software tools and development (eg: git and GitHub), even

better if you have made contributions.

● Experience with pathogen genomics, for SARS-CoV-2 or other pathogens.

● Experience with genomic epidemiology

PHC is a startup company, with the attendant excitement, energy, and opportunity for growth

that a startup environment entails. Applicants from any sector (industry, academia, public

health, etc.) are encouraged to apply. The team is currently fully remote, and candidates from

anywhere in the world are welcome to apply.
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COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS

Compensation is competitive and includes salary and stock option grants. Additionally, the

Public Health Company provides the following benefits:

● Health benefits: The Company covers 100% of the cost of health / dental / vision

insurance for its employees, and 50% of the same for eligible dependents.

● Life Insurance: provided for all employees.

● Paid time off: two weeks of vacation, 6 sick days, and 10 paid holidays.

HOW TO APPLY

 To apply for this position, please submit a cover letter and resume to hr@phc.health and

include Bioinformaticist in the subject line.
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